
 ALTRINCHAM LITTLE THEATRE 

SEASON 2015—2016               April 2016 

PLAY NO. 5: Move Over Mrs Markham  

Philip Markham, a publisher of children’s books, is asked by his business 
partner, Henry Lodge, if he can borrow the flat for the evening to gallivant 
with his latest girlfriend. As Philip and his wife will be out, he reluctantly 
agrees. At the same time, Joanna Markham is being persuaded by Linda 
Lodge to let her borrow the empty flat in order to entertain her lover. With 
some misgivings, Joanna agrees. What nobody knows is that the interior de-
signer who has been decorating the flat for the past three months has de-
cided that this is the night that he and the au pair girl will try out the new 
oval bed. When the Markhams’ evening out is cancelled, it is too late to let 
any of the parties know and three sets of hopeful lovers all converge on the 
bedroom at the same time. 

Directed by Garth Jones and containing a cast of well-known faces, this farce 
by Ray Cooney and John Chapman is guaranteed to have you rolling in the 
aisles with laughter. 

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES 
We are already coming to the end of the season. The last play is in production and we are well on the 

way to completing next season’s  play selection and arranging auditions. 

The play selection committee has a lot of work to do before we can even start to consider casting the 

plays. Each proposed play has to be considered regarding staging requirements and  practicality, and 

whether it will produce a balanced season. Permission has to be obtained to perform the play, this is not 

just a formality as some plays are withdrawn from production, especially if there is a West End produc-

tion planned, also touring companies take options on plays and then stop any other productions in the 

vicinity of the planned tour. Once permission is granted we have to pay the royalties immediately to en-

sure that we have a binding contract, (incidentally royalties are about £600 per play and can be more).                                                                                                                        

Ian Bowden 

 



Manchester and Salford Film Society—Season 2015/2016 

MAY 28TH     Ran      Akira Kurosawa     JAP     1985     162m  

An elderly warlord abdicates to his three sons, and the two corrupt ones turn against him. This is Kuro-
sawa’s take on King Lear set in turbulent Samurai times.  

Won  Oscar (costumes), BAFTA, Golden Globe best foreign-language film, plus 29 international awards. 

‘A rousing, exotically costumed period melodrama that works from the viscera up to the brain.’ Vincent 

Canby, New York Times’ 

JUNE 25th     Two Days, One Night     Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne     BEL/FR/IT     2014     95m 

Marion Cotillard superbly plays Sandra, a factory worker who has just one weekend to persuade her col-

leagues that they must forego their own bonuses to enable her to keep her job. 

Won New York Film Critic  Best Actress. Nominated Oscar Best Actress   

‘A tense dramatic situation and a subtly magnificent central performance from Marion Cotillard add up to 

an outstanding new movie from the Dardenne brothers’. Peter Bradshaw 

 

300 CLUB WINNERS 

Two Coopers won this time—and neither of them was me! Never mind, I shall buy shares in the scheme 

again  when subscriptions become due and hope for better luck next year. At least I can console myself 

with the thought that the Club benefits each time. 

£100   Mrs J A Cooper    £15  Mrs I Emery 

£50  Mr R Fry       Mr and Mrs J C Finlay 

£30  Mrs R Donaldson      Mr and Mrs R S Moss 

  Mr G Wells       Mrs A S Raine  

£15  Prof C B Cooper      Mr and Mrs R Taylor 

ONE MORE REQUEST FOR HELP 

We have had several volunteers to man the telephone on ticket booking nights or to staff 

the ticket desk on the nights of a play, and we are very grateful for their help, but we 

could always do with a few more. If you could spare us a couple of hours  on a Monday, 

Wednesday or Friday evening, or 40 minutes before the play starts one evening, please let 

us know. We’ll show you what to do (it’s not complicated) and you would be helping to 

make the experience of coming to Altrincham Little Theatre even more enjoyable that we 

already hope it is. 



The Theatre Bar 

Sadly our request for people interested in joining our proposed Bar Commit-

tee has resulted in little response so far. We are considering extending the bar 

during the summer to enable three people at a time to work behind there 

which will mean that people can be served more quickly and you won’t have 

to queue for so long for your drinks. To make this expenditure worth while we 

really do need more bar staff. Perhaps we put people off by asking for volun-

teers to join a committee. Let’s change the request. If you would like to join 

our team of bar staff, please have a word with one of the existing members of 

the team to discuss what is involved. We would only be looking for a commit-

ment of one evening per show and you never know, you may enjoy it so much 

that you may decide you want to offer another evening’s help as well. 

HELP WITH STAGE WORK 

Our appeal for help with stage work was more successful 

and we have seen some new faces working on stage on a 

Mon/Wed/Fri evening. However, is there anyone out there 

who would like to find out a bit about the stage lighting or 

sound effects that we use during a play? You won’t have to 

climb ladders to set the lighting or produce the sound ef-

fects, just operate the system to change the lights or switch 

on the next sound effect. We would work with you until you 

felt confident enough to do it by yourself. Think about it over 

the summer break and get back to us at the start of next 

season.  You never know, this could the start of a completely 

new hobby to fill those dark winter evenings. 



CONTACT DETAILS 

Should you need to get in touch with us at any time, these are the relevant contact details; 

By phone — 0161 928 1113 

By email — alt.theatre@msn.com 

Ticket sales — ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Costume Hire Service —0161 928 1113 

Our website — www.alttheatre.org 

Charity Registration Number: 517914 

OUR FOURTH PLAY—WHAT THE CRITICS THOUGHT. 

5 stars from Julia Taylor in the Sale and Altrincham Messenger for a play she dares the au-

dience to see, describing it as “gruesome and containing moments of 

sheer terror.”  

The review we received from the Association of Community Theatre 

said: “Congratulations to your director John Chidgey on his production of this 

very difficult play.  Much thought, consideration and feeling for his cast had 

gone into this memorable project.  He had drawn performances of high merit 

from his actors and set standards which had produced a play full of skill and 

heartfelt emotions.”   

Our third review came from the Cheshire Theatre Guild, whose  Adju-

dicator said “The direction was highly-polished. There was excellent 

manipulation of the audience so that we were unsure of who or what to believe. There 

was continual menace and suspense from start to finish. Throughout the performance, 

the audience was captivated and engrossed. They were intrigued and surprised in equal 

measure. This was down to the way that the production was crafted, the good quality of 

the many elements of stage presentation and the skills of a very good team of actors, in-

cluding a stand out performance from ‘The Girl’. This was a very successful production.” 

INCREASING AUDIENCES 

You may be interested to know that, while we always play to large audiences,  (we rarely 

drop below mid 70% capacity), the last two plays have certainly exceeded that, both play-

ing to well over 80% capacity. Long may this trend continue. It would be exciting to return 

th the days when all plays were sold out as booking opened and there was always a wait-

ing list for returned tickets. 


