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PLAY NO. 2    OUT OF ORDER by RAY COONEY 
Our second play of the season is about as far from the first as you could get - from a 

spooky thriller to an hilarious farce. We normally finish a season with a farce but this 

time we felt you may need cheering up rather sooner so Mike Russell, master farce 

director, and  his team are working hard to bring you this tale of a junior UK minister 

who has to lie his way out of an embarrassing situation with the help of an innocent 

side-kick (in this case the minister's personal private secretary), who gets more and 

more embroiled in the increasingly tangled tale improvised by the lead character as 

events unfold. The action takes place in a suite in a posh London hotel and revolves 

around accidents caused by a defective sash window. The hapless MP is played by 

Gary Woodhall, winner of last year’s Best Actor Award in our production of “Whose 

Life is it Anyway?” 

Chairman’s Chat 

We have been busy since the last play. The following week we had a television company using the building, for 

about a week in total, filming scenes for a Christmas production. For this production the theatre was changed 

somewhat with the doors at the top of the steps being replaced and the upstairs foyer painted all round in a strong 

burgundy colour. Any of you who passed the theatre might have seen the signs outside had been changed to Hali-

fax Pentecostal Church Hall. At the end of filming we were given the new doors and we opted to keep the painted 

foyer which we think are great improvements. 

The stage curtains are also being replaced before the next play, “Out of Order”, as the current ones are covered 

with paint splashes, and the curtain track is worn out after over 60 years service. We are also installing electric con-

trols so that the main curtains can be operated from either side of the stage at the push of a button.  

Other changes are being planned to keep the theatre fresh for our audiences. Some of these will take a while to 

achieve, however small improvements and changes are being implemented regularly, not all of which are readily 

noticed.                                                                                                                                                       Ian Bowden, Chairman 

We have just discovered that Ray Cooney himself is keeping an eye on this production via Twitter. 

Alt'y Little Theatre @TheatreAlt Oct 28  Rehearsals for Cooney's hilarious farce, "Out of Order" going at a 

pace. Only two injuries to the cast so far! Tickets on sale soon!  

  

Ray Cooney  @TheRayCooney 5h5 hours ago @TheatreAlt Injuries?? 

We will keep you informed! 

https://twitter.com/TheatreAlt
https://twitter.com/TheatreAlt/status/791934481934323712
https://twitter.com/TheRayCooney
https://twitter.com/TheRayCooney/status/792668077452365824
https://twitter.com/TheatreAlt


 300 CLUB WINNERS  

These winners were drawn during the first play of the season. To collect your prize, please have a word 

with Ian Bowden who can be found serving behind the bar during the interval. There are still some 

shares in the 300 Club available. Please have a word with Ian if you would like to take part. 

  £100   Mr G Wells  £15   D R Copley  

  £50   Mrs Rosemary Moorhead    Mr M Granger Brown  

  £30   Mrs D Wilcox    Ms L Heron  

     D C Harris    Bob Homer  

  £15   Elizabeth Anderson   Gil & Victoria Lane-Young  

THEATRE TELEPHONE 
We are regularly getting reports from people trying to ring the theatre and not being able to get 

through to leave a message.  One problem is that the theatre is not staffed during the day. People may  

be in the building but they are there working and not near a phone, so cannot answer your calls. Peo-

ple also try to ring us during the day to book tickets, but our answerphone will only hold 30 messages 

and rapidly becomes full. 

There are several solutions. One is to book tickets via our computer ticket booking line, 

ct.tickets@gmail.com, or to email us on alt.theatre@msn.com. You can use this email address to con-

tact us about any matters, not just ticket orders. 

 If you don’t have access to a computer, ring us on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday evening from 

7.30pm to about 10pm and talk to a real human being who can take your ticket order or answer your  

queries. 

THEATRE ARCHIVIST 

We are looking for a volunteer to help us preserve our theatre’s history. We try to collect as much ma-

terial as possible as the season progresses but we need someone to sort it, collate it and then file it to 

add to our library of  past events. If you would be interested in helping, please contact Ian or Meg on 

alt.theatre@msn.com or have a word with us during the next play. 

THE BOOK SHOP 

Over the years the book stall on the upper foyer has served us well as an extra source of funding. 
Members have been very generous with their donations of books and Christine has been busy ar-
ranging and re-arranging the shelves to give prominence to a variety of different authors. However, 
all good things come to an end and it has been decided that, in the New Year, we will be winding 
down the bookstall. So, please, no more books. We haven’t worked out yet what we will do with the 
remaining stock– maybe a massive book sale one Saturday morning in the theatre in the spring—
we’ll let you know. But in the meantime, a big thank you to all those of you who have donated or 
bought books and especially to Christine for organising it so efficiently. 



BACK TO NORMAL AGAIN AFTER A BRIEF TRIP ACROSS THE PENNINES 

Driving along Oxford Road the week after the last play, you would have been forgiven for 

wondering what on earth had  happened: whether you had been transported to a parallel 

universe, or at least to a different county, the other side of the Pennines.  

Instead of the reassuring sight of Altrincham Little Theatre, people were faced with a fa-

miliar building, but now it was labelled Halifax Pentecostal Church Hall. 

There were a lot of people outside the entrance 

and even more equipment. It rapidly became ap-

parent that a film company had hired the theatre 

to record their own production.  Whilst we are not 

at liberty to reveal who they were and what they 

were recording, it very soon became fairly obvious 

when Sir Derek Jacobi, Sarah Lancashire and Anne 

Reid were spotted outside the building. 

The Production Company had an enviable number 

of staff working to change ALT to HPCH, not only 

on the outside of the building but also inside it. They even erected their own set in a cou-

ple of days, from the somewhat decrepit garden of Snake in the Grass to something much 

more elegant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is more, they restored everything back to the way it had been in a remarkable two 

days! 

So, the excitement is over and we are back to our usual work of rehearsals for our next 

production upstairs in the rehearsal room while the stage crew work on stage to produce 

a posh London hotel suite, complete with a recalcitrant sash window. 

If you want to check whether your guess about the filming is correct, watch BBC1 some-

time over Christmas. See if you are right and watch Altrincham Little Theatre featuring on 

national television. 



CONTACT DETAILS 

Should you need to get in touch with us at any time, these are the relevant contact details; 

By phone — 0161 928 1113 

By email — alt.theatre@msn.com 

Ticket sales — ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Costume Hire Service —0161 928 1113 

Our website — www.alttheatre.org 

Charity Registration Number: 517914 

What they said about  

the first show of the season: 
 
The Messenger Reporter gave it 4 stars and wished she could have 
added an extra 1/2 star. She said ”The scary scenes are offset with rip-
ples of humour but this play will keep you on your toes. You never 
know what will happen next”. She was impressed with the direction 
and acting and singled out “the imaginative garden and tennis court 

set, accompanied by skilled lighting, sound and special effects “. 
 
 
Rick Bowen talks of “a three strong all female cast which gels beauti-
fully under the astute direction of Carla Stokes“. 
 

 

The Cheshire Theatre Guild Adjudicator concluded her review with the 

comment “This was a confident performance with evidence of good 

interaction between the cast. There were moments which created a 

dramatic impact, and certainly took the audience by surprise!” 

 

The Association of Community Theatre Show Reviewer wrote “As ever, your set was a masterpiece of 

creation, depicting a somewhat bedraggled overgrown garden area which somehow gave off a brood-

ing, almost menacing presence and which hadn’t been cared for recently”. He finished his report with 

the comment “ Direction was in the hands of Carla Stokes and congratulations are due to her for such 

a startling, thought provoking, entertaining and quite memorable production.  She drew from her cast 

performances of skill and genuine depth, experience and finely-tuned dramatic impact.  Lighting and 

sound effects enhanced her production, which I felt, was very atmospheric.  Your audience were with 

you all the way.” 


